THE KNIGHT-ERRANT ADVENTURE
afternoon.   Nevertheless, they pressed forward, reaching Montreuil that night and Paris by Friday, the 2ist.
Just before they reached Paris they had been greatly entertained by meeting two German gentlemen, newly returned from England, who described to them how they had seen the Prince and the Marquis of Buckingham with the King at Newmarket a day or so ago. Sir Richard Graham intimated that perhaps they were mistaken, at which they indignantly protested that they hoped they could recognize two such great men when they saw them!
In Paris their disguise was in greater danger of being penetrated, and no doubt Cottington would have preferred to pass the French capital on the outskirts, but the Prince desired to have a glimpse of the famous city and court. Accordingly Charles and Buckingham bought periwigs to overshadow their foreheads, and proceeded to the Royal Palace. They entered unrecognized, even though they met Monsieur Cadinet, who had recently been French Ambassador in England, and from a gallery were rewarded by a sight of the King 'solacing himself with familiar pleasures5, and the Queen Mother sitting at her table. Now by chance, they had overheard two Frenchmen speak of a masque and dance to be rehearsed that night, and the Prince developed an overwhelming desire to visit these festivities. Although it was arrant folly to linger in a place where discovery would be most awkward, nothing could dissuade the Prince and SQ that evening they set out for the French Court.
They were admitted to the scene of the rehearsal by the Due de Mont Bason, out of common humanity to a pair of strangers who looked as if they had travelled far to get a glimpse of the famous court. They were rewarded by seeing the Queen of France and her sister Henrietta Maria, rehearsing. Many chroniclers have sought
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